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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Supplemental Assistance 
Requests for Iraqi Refugees 
April 25, 1991 

The President today transmitted to Con-
gress a request for FY 1991 supplemental 
appropriations for the Department of State 
and the Agency for International Develop-
ment (AID) and language provisions for the 
Department of Defense. The requested 
funds and provisions are for humanitarian 
assistance efforts for refugees and displaced 
persons in and around Iraq as well as for 
peacekeeping activities. 

The proposed language provisions would 
permit transfer from the Persian Gulf Re-
gional Defense Fund to the Department 
of Defense for the incremental costs of hu-
manitarian assistance. 

In addition, the supplemental requests 

$123.5 million for the Department of State 
and $27 million for the Agency for Inter-
national Development for assistance for ref-
ugees and displaced persons as well as for 
peacekeeping activities. The State Depart-
ment and AID requests would be financed 
through transfers of interest earned on bal-
ances in the Defense Cooperation Account. 
Contributions of foreign governments 
would not be used. 

These supplemental requests would be 
exempt from statutory spending limits be-
cause they are incremental costs associated 
with Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm. 

Remarks at an Arbor Day Tree-Planting Ceremony and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
April 26, 1991 

The President. Good morning, and wel-
come back. It’s good to see Secretary Mad-
igan here, Mike Deland, and the Deputy 
EPA Administrator, and the U.S. Forest 
Service Director. I’m glad that you’re all 
here on this beautiful day on the South 
Lawn. We’re competing with Randy Travis, 
who’s about to appear over here, so it’s 
tough competition. But I think what we’ve 
got going here is very, very important. 

As J. Sterling Morton, the founder of 
Arbor Day, said: ‘‘Other holidays repose 
upon the past; Arbor Day proposes for the 
future.’’ Our tree-planting initiative to plant 
and maintain a billion trees a year for 10 
years is a major component of our America 
the Beautiful program. It’s an initiative that 
relies on voluntary individual effort. And 
it is a program that will enhance the appear-
ance and the quality of our environment. 

I welcome this opportunity to thank all 
the organizations represented here today 
who have committed themselves to the 
stewardship of our environment. We cannot 

succeed without your help. There is no way 
that government alone can get this impor-
tant job done. 

Later today on the White House lawn, 
we’re going to be having a National Cele-
bration of Community Service. And it is 
therefore fitting that today, Arbor Day, our 
440th daily Point of Light is TreePeople 
of Los Angeles, California, an organization 
that has trained volunteer citizen foresters 
for 18 years and has planted over 180 mil-
lion trees around the globe. Andy Lipkis 
and Katie Lipkis, the cofounders, are here 
with us this morning. 

I was reminded by a fellow schoolmate 
here in Washington the other day that every 
Arbor Day in our little grade school we 
planted a tree every Arbor Day. And Sec-
retary Madigan and the Forest Service 
Chief Robertson are here today to help me 
plant this beautiful purple leaf beech donat-
ed by Russell Watson, who’s with us today. 
And I also have some great helpers back 
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